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In 1897 Founders John Ferguson Cunningham and  Charles William Burkett envisioned a group of men who could 

come together with shared interests and values. Over 110 years have passed and their vision for a fraternal 
brotherhood to do just that has continued to pass the test of time. On May 16, 1996 when Alpha Tau Zeta 
Fraternity was establ ished to carry on the ideals of this all-male social fraternity; our brotherhood took a great 

leap of faith to preserve the values of farm and rural life on an ever increasingly diverse and growing campus. 
For the past ten years, Alpha Tau Zeta has served i ts members well, and has become a beacon to be emulated 
within our Greek community. 

 As the alma matter goes, time and change will  surely show - our brotherhood has persevered as the 
f irst and therefore the oldest agricultural related fraternity in North America. For what we have all  worked so hard 
to maintain and create together, everyone should be commended. Time continues to bring about a number of 

changes that challenge how we will  continue to carry on the spirit  of the Fraternity that our dear founders left us. 
 Two years ago whi le planning our ten year anniversary celebration, the boards of trustees felt it  
necessary to evaluate the current status of our fraternity for future growth and success. Around that time, past 

National ATZ President Brother John Foltz reintroduced an age old idea of working together with other men of 
high integri ty and character to achieve our purpose. From that, our discussion with FarmHouse International 
Fraternity was reignited once again.  
 Since January of 2006, when we  had our f irst face-to-face meeting with the leaders of FarmHouse, we 

have come to truly grow close with one another as brothers in a fraterni ty often do. Our experience has taken us 
to FarmHouse chapters all  over the country, and has provided us a f irst hand experience at getting a behind the 
scenes look at everything  from their international headquarters in Kansas City, Missouri to the beauty of their 

open ini tiation ri tual. On the f lip side, FarmHouse has had the  pleasure of taking time out of their busy schedules 
to visit  the heart of Buckeye Nation for a one-of-a-kind collegiate experience that can only be had at the 
country’s largest university. 

 As we have spent this time getting  to know one another discussing our similarities and  dif ferences we 
have come to the conclusion that Brother Foltz has made known to all of us a number of times, the merger of 
Alpha Tau Zeta and FarmHouse is a natural f it.   

 I t is with much time and  research that we  come before you now to seek your blessing. The new presence 
of FarmHouse at The  Ohio State University is the signal of a new era in the Greek community. The opportunity to 
become a part of an international fraternity will open up doors of opportunity for collaboration and networking 
that we  have  not had  for quite some time including an outstanding  array of leadership training and professional 

development opportunit ies for our students. With that, sti ll, just as much if  not more support from our current 
alumni will st ill  be needed as we continue to work to f ind creative solutions to sometimes dif f icult challanges.  
 We sincerely hope that you support our unanimously passed joint board recommendation for this historic 

merger with FarmHouse. With your support we  can continue our founders’ vision of a fraternal brotherhood that 

brings aspiring men together with shared values in the work ethic of the farm and of rural l ife. WWWW 
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Members called for a straw vote to asses the opinions of the members concerning merger proposal. The poll 
suggested that the majority favored the merger proposal with a 56-2 vote in favor of the proposal. 

Brian Ball 
Matt Barber 
Lester Barnhart 
Robert Beekman 
Kevin Bergman 
Greg Borchers 
Bill Butler 
Charles Calhoun 
John B. Clark 
Eric Conklin 
Jason Davis 
Art Dickson 
John Eberhard 
Drew Eckert 
Tony Fiore 

John  Foltz 
Doug  Foxx 
Neal  Gordon 
Larry Hageman 
Evan Hahn 
Chris Henney 
Kevin Henry 
Lee Herron 
Steven Kirk 
Jeremy Krone 
Tim Lamb 
James Leonard 
Larry Long 
Ryan McMichael 
Ken Meier 

Josh Meyer 
Paul H. Miller 
Jordan Miller 
Patrick Nolan 
Brad Ott 
Steve Priest 
Kenton Pullins 
Stan Purdy 
Dan Raubenolt 
Brad Reed 
Eric Richer 
Garrett Ringler 
Joe Ringler 
Justin  Ringler 
Andrew Seward 

Adam Sharp 
Brian Skinner 
John Sommers 
Jack Sommers 
Jeff Stachler 
Ralph Stacy 
Jack Stickle 
Doug Tenney 
John Torres 
Roy Ulrich 
Howard Warner 
John Wilson 
James Wise 
Chad  Zimmerly 
Roy Zimmerman 

John Brooks 
Bob Brooks 
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